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Clean Energy Economy for the Region




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 2, 2008

Clean Energy Economy for the Region (CLEER) launched, 

convenes workshop to shape region’s energy future

Clean Energy Economy for the Region (CLEER) announces its formation and invites everyone to a workshop aimed at accelerating the move to a clean energy future.

“Advancing the Clean Energy Economy” will be held from 8:30 a.m. to noon on Friday, June 13, at the Glenwood Springs Community Center. Keynote speaker will be Craig Perkins, executive director of The Energy Coalition.

The Energy Coalition has been developing energy initiatives with partners in the United States and Sweden for almost 30 years. It has forged partnerships between communities, utilities, businesses and schools to achieve measurable energy savings.

“We’ll be getting advice from an expert who has achieved significant energy savings and has already started and managed several successful community energy programs,” said Jacque Whitsitt of Basalt, chair of CLEER. “This workshop is aimed at building similar clean energy programs and services from Parachute to Aspen.”

Speakers will also include Seth Portner and Joani Matranga from the Governor’s Energy Office, Dan Richardson of Schmueser Gordon Meyer, Auden Schendler of the Aspen Skiing Co., and energy expert Randy Udall.

The workshop is free. To RSVP, e-mail info@CleanEnergyEconomy.net or call 704-9200 by Wednesday, June 11.

CLEER’s mission is to accelerate the transition to a clean energy economy, increase energy independence and reduce impacts of climate change.

The group plans to work in partnership with existing organizations on seven key areas related to a clean energy economy: energy efficiency, sustainable transportation, renewable energy, high performance buildings, smart growth, recycling and local food.

“Actively working to create a clean energy economy goes to the heart of energy security and climate protection. If we aggressively applied existing best practices in these seven areas, we could dramatically lower our energy bills, successfully tackle the climate crisis, and ensure a more livable future,” said Randy Udall of Carbondale, a member of the CLEER advisory board.

“Many households and businesses want to reduce their energy use and shrink their carbon footprint — but they don’t know where to start or they’re too busy. We are forming CLEER to create the programs, funding, and direct help they need,” said Dan Richardson, a CLEER board member.

“We will expand the board of directors, and plan to involve community leaders from Parachute to Aspen in deciding the most effective programs to promote a clean energy economy,” said Marianne Virgili, a CLEER board member and executive director of the Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Association. 

“Moving to clean energy makes straightforward, practical sense,” said Auden Schendler, environmental director for the Aspen Skiing Co. “It protects us from rising energy prices, supplies energy from secure sources, and will drive a new economic sector with jobs, businesses and investment opportunities.”

“Many of our communities are setting ambitious climate and energy goals. The effort under way by CLEER will help them join forces to achieve those goals,” said Dorothea Farris, a CLEER board member.

CLEER has grown out of a collaborative effort of the New Century Transportation Foundation and the Aspen Community Office for Resource Efficiency (CORE). Seed funding has come from the Aspen and Pitkin County Renewable Energy Mitigation Program (REMP) and private sector investments. To date, CLEER has gathered more than 50 endorsements and partners.
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